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SIR: 

Responsive to the Official Action dated May 5, 2003, Applicants elect, with traverse. 
Group I, Claims 1-21 drawn in part to a process of preparing amines for further prosecution. 

REMARKS 

The Office has required restriction in the present application as follows: 

Group I: Claims 1-21, drawn in part to a process of preparing amines of the 

formula I [sic; III] wherein R' - R'* are independently selected fi-om the 
group consisting of H, C1-C24 alkyl, C2-C24 alkynyl [sic; alkenyl], C2- 
C24 alkynyl, Ce-Cio aryl, CF3; wherein R^-R^, in the mono-dentate or 
bi-dentate ligand, are independently selected fi-om the group consisting 
of H, C1-C24 alkyl, C2-C20 alkenyl, Cs-Cg cycloalkyl, Cj-Cg 
cycloalkenyl, Ce-Cn aryl, phenyl, naphthyl; 

Group II: Claims 1-21, drawn in part to a process of preparing amines of the 

formula I [sic; III] wherein R* - R"* are independently selected fi-om the 
group consisting of CN, COOH, COOM where M is as defined; 
wherein R^-R^, in the mono-dentate or bi-dentate ligand, are 
independently selected fi-om the group consisting of H, C1-C24 alkyl, 


